COVID‐19 has impacted every aspect of American life, raising meaningful concerns and questions. The Conn Legacy Society of the University of Louisville (Louisville, KY) has taken steps to inform and educate its members, and on June 18, 2020, it held a 45‐minute virtual presentation on key initiatives of the university\'s multifaceted response to the COVID‐19 health crisis.

Here James Eriksen, executive director for estate and gift planning for the University of Louisville, offers insight into the Conn Legacy Society\'s member information session on the response to COVID‐19 ([http://www.uoflplannedgifts.org/conn‐legacy‐society](http://www.uoflplannedgifts.org/conn-legacy-society)):

***Please tell us about the Conn Legacy Society, who its members are and why you believe it is important to provide information on COVID‐19 and what the University of Louisville\'s response to the health crisis has been***.

"Primarily, we believe that the University of Louisville has a responsibility to our alumni, friends and supporters to provide information regarding the university\'s significant initiatives to respond to COVID‐19 and its impact on our mission, our students and our community. The Conn Legacy Society recognizes the many alumni and supporters of the University of Louisville who include the university in their philanthropy through planned gifts, such as outright bequests, gifts of appreciated assets, retirement plans and gifts through life‐income agreements and trusts. Each year in the fall, a recognition dinner is held to honor and welcome new members to the Conn Legacy Society. Also, the society hosts at least two informal events or informative sessions annually, and the virtual session for members regarding our response to COVID‐19 was identified as a timely and critical topic for our members."

***How did the member session work, and what are examples of the information presented to Conn Legacy Society members during the virtual session?***

"The informative session was actually quite simple to organize and implement. On June 18, from 12:00 noon to 12:45 p.m., Conn Legacy Society members were able to log onto the Zoom session through the University of Louisville website and hear two crucial presentations: Dr. Kenneth Palmer, director of the Center for Predictive Medicine for Biodefense and Emerging Infectious Diseases, discussed the research being conducted by the center\'s team of international researchers on preventative treatments and efforts toward developing a vaccine for COVID‐19, and Dr. Sundar Are, director of the Additive Manufacturing Institute of Science and Technology, spoke on the institute\'s work on the development of a cost‐effective and reusable N95 mask to filter COVID‐19 droplets and other viral particles."

*Source: James P. Eriksen, Executive Director for Estate and Gift Planning, University of Louisville, Louisville, KY. Phone (502) 852‐5051. E‐mail:* <jim.eriksen@louisville.edu>. *Website:* <http://louisville.edu>
